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By Maria Cunningham
St. Jeanne Jugan believed all men 

and women are brothers and sisters, 
and as members of one family we 
are responsible for one another. In 
that belief, she walked the roads of 
France seeking donations to help her 
continue her care of the elderly. This 
tradition of relying on the charity of 
those in the community is at the core 
of the Little Sisters’ ministry, even 
today.

I recently joined Sr. John Elise on 
one of her collecting rounds and 
watched the Little Sisters’ begging 
tradition come to life. Sr. John never 
really knows how she will be greeted 
when she heads out, but shares, “I 
am usually greeted warmly. However, 
there are times when the places I 
approach do not understand our 
work, and I am not well received. That 
is always part of the mission, but I 
know that those who can help, do.”

Sr. John’s begging rounds change on 
a weekly basis as she rotates visiting 
places in the East Bay, South Bay 
and the Peninsula. She is usually 
accompanied by another Sister and 
a driver. They head out in their 
donated van, which is equipped with 
refrigeration, to visit their designated 
donors. On this particular day, our 
journey started at 7:00 a.m. as we 
headed to our first stop, the Golden 
Gate Produce Market. We visited 
about ten of the establishments at 
the market, and we were greeted with 
open arms and graciousness. The 
businesses at the produce market have 
interesting histories and for the most 
part are multi-generational family 
enterprises. The Little Sisters share 
in that history, having established 
relationships with many of them that 
date back several decades.

Domenic from Shasta Produce was 
the first to verify their long-standing 
partnership, having been introduced 

Our Begging Tradition Continues

Sr. John and friends at the Golden Gate Produce Market.

to the Little Sisters by his father, 
Guido, who emphasized, “Always 
take good care of the Little Sisters 
and give them whatever they need.” 
The tradition has continued and is 
respected by Guido’s sons, who value 
the ability to give back. It was the 
same hospitable scenario at the other 
produce establishments we visited that 
day. “What do you need today, Sister,” 
was a common refrain. Everyone was 
happy to see her and anxious to share 
stories with her about their children’s 
latest endeavors, their most recent 
vacations, or their upcoming nuptials, 
all while generously filling up the 
begging van with everything from 
cauliflower to unique cotton candy 
grapes.   

Our next stop was Copenhagen 
Bakery & Café, where three boxes of 

cookies, cakes and pastries were ready 
and waiting for pick-up by Sr. John. 

Our last stop was the Costco 
Business Center, whose weekly 
donations include a variety of items 
that can no longer be sold, but 
which still meet health and safety 
requirements.    

My day as part of the begging team 
was exceptionally rewarding witnessing 
friendship, partnership, and a clear 
bond with the Little Sisters at each 
stop. It was a reaffirmation that the 
Little Sisters’ care of the elderly goes 
beyond the day-to-day hands-on 
care that they so lovingly provide. 
It also requires their ongoing efforts 
to keep alive the begging tradition  
begun in 1839 to develop community 
partnerships that help complete the 
circle of care.
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The Venerable Patrick Peyton, known 
as the “Rosary Priest” and credited 
with the motto, “The family that prays 
together stays together,” had a special 
friendship with the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. His crusade to spread devotion 
to Our Blessed Virgin Mary and to 
promote family prayer took him around 
the world, but when he was in California 
his home was at the Little Sisters’ Jeanne 
Jugan Residence in San Pedro.   

Patrick Peyton arrived in America from 
Ireland in 1928. By 1942, he was an 
ordained member of the Congregation 
of the Holy Cross, and his campaign to 
unite families through prayer was well 
underway. He credited the intercession of 
our Blessed Mother with his miraculous 
recovery from his near fatal battle with 
tuberculosis and from that point his 
lifelong devotion to her developed into 
a worldwide movement to promote 
family unity through the rosary and 
thus bringing them closer to God. His 

endeavors started small 
with pen and paper 
appeals, but he soon 
took to the airwaves, 
starting with radio, and 
eventually moving on 
to television and films. 
He held rosary rallies 
attended by thousands 
of people around the 
globe. His rosary rally 
in San Francisco alone 
gathered approximately 
half a million people in 
Golden Gate Park to hear 
the charismatic priest speak about the 
importance of prayer. 

Those who knew him describe him as 
incredibly hardworking and completely 
focused on his apostolate. Tricia Purcell, 
a Resident at St. Anne’s Home, met Fr. 
Peyton in the early 1980’s and worked as 
his assistant for close to eight years. She 
met Fr. Peyton through her mother, who 
worked for the Little Sisters of the Poor 
at their Home in Southern California. 
Tricia recalls her time working with him 
as remarkable and marvels at having had 
the experience to work so closely with 
him. “He was an inspiring presence, 
yet very down-to-earth with a good 
sense of humor. He was truly a spiritual 
person, he was not sanctimonious or 
judgmental,” and she relates, “there was 
clearly nothing more important in his life 
than his cause. He lived and breathed, 
spreading the value of family prayer.”   

As a part of his crusade, he engaged 
the collaboration of well-known Catholic 

and non-Catholic celebrities alike. Bing 
Crosby was the first to join him on 
a radio show. But the likes of Lucille 
Ball, Bob Hope, Jimmy Stewart and 
James Dean were among the many 
who followed. Fr. Peyton adeptly used 
mass media to promote the rosary 
movement that gathered thousands and 
was recognized as a means of providing 
strength to families around the world, 
especially during times of hardship. 
Mother Marguerite remembers him as 
being so completely able to captivate 
his audience. She shares, “He was very 
appealing to people because even if there 
were many people in a room, he would 
look at you and when he spoke to you, 
you were the most important person in 
that room.”   

The cause for the sainthood of Fr. 
Patrick Peyton was opened in 2001. In 
2017, Pope Francis recognized him as a 
person “worthy of emulation by the 

(continued on next page)

A Path to 
Sainthood 

Fr. Patrick Peyton (Photograph courtesy of CNS PHOTO/FAMILY THE-
ATER PRODUCTIONS)

Tricia Purcell, Resident of St. Anne’s Home and 
former Assistant to Fr. Peyton.
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This year, the theme chosen by Pope 
Francis for World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly was “In old age they will 
still bear fruit” (Ps 92:14).  The Papal 
message was full of hope and positivity, 
saying “Old age is no time to give up 
and lower the sails, but a season of 
enduring fruitfulness:  a new mission 
awaits us and bids us look to 
the future.” These are words 
well-lived at St. Anne’s as our 
Residents’ interests and abilities 
are nurtured and encouraged to 
give bloom to new talents as well 
as to reawaken skills from the 
past. 

This summer our Home 
bid farewell to two valuable 
employees who retired after 
24 years of imparting love and 
friendship to all at St. Anne’s, 
but whose greatest gifts to the 
Residents were their simple, 
yet powerful acts of caring. 
Cristina Taniguchi, Activities 
Coordinator and her sister, Flora 
Velchez, Dining Room Aide 
were honored on their last day 
of work with song, dance, and 
farewell speeches. The retirement 
festivities brought together 
Residents, Sisters, and staff.  

The room was ageless, and 
our Residents proved that 
they definitely “still bear fruit.”  
Resident, Patrice Krems, shared 
her beautiful voice in harmony 
with Resident Hula Dancers trained and 
directed by our own Resident Helen 
Ting, a professionally trained dance 
instructor. Residents Yolanda Ortega 
and Charlotte Mayfield gave heartfelt 
speeches passing along words of love 
and wisdom, and Pauline Burich recited 
individualized original poetry and closed 

with a presentation of her beautifully 
hand-crafted gifts for each of the retirees. 

Talent abounded and the sense of 
family that permeates this Home was 
unquestionable. Together we celebrated 
the past with gratitude for what it has 
contributed to the present and reflected 
on the future with anticipation of the 
seasons of enduring fruitfulness. 

They Still 
Bear Fruit 

Special moments shared honoring the kindness and 
dedication of long-time employees, Cristina Taniguchi 
and Flora Velchez.

The Grotto at the Little Sisters Home in San Pedro - 
one of Fr. Peyton’s favorite meditation spots.
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faithful,” declaring him as “Venerable” 
and putting him a step closer to 
sainthood. When asked how she feels 
about having worked alongside a possible 
saint, Tricia Purcell, explains, “He made it 
a reality for me to understand that people 
who don’t believe in the power of prayer 
just aren’t paying attention. He taught me 
that you must learn to let go and let God. 
When you do that, it works, every time. 
I am amazed, but not surprised that his 
cause for canonization is underway. He 
is the saintliest person I have ever met in 
my life; and I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to thank him for his impact 
on my life and for the spiritual guidance 
he gave me over the years.”

On the commemoration of the 75th 
anniversary of the beginning of Fr. 
Peyton’s rosary crusade, the Little Sisters 
of the Poor reflect on his presence, 
including their last moments together. 
Mother Marguerite recollects, “We 
prayed at his side continually as he 
neared death, and it was the experience 
of a lifetime to be with a saint as he was 
dying. This extraordinary man was just 
like anyone else in their last moments. 
He was seemingly alone, but absorbed by 
the divine and loving presence of God. 
He took his last breath with the Little 
Sisters of the Poor by his side and his 
life ended in the same way that he lived, 
surrounded by prayer defined by faith.”
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mother’s message Did you know . . .
That you can help in many ways and that any help 

makes a difference in the lives of the elderly at St. Anne’s Home.

Ways to help . . .    
• Recurring Gifts:  You can become a Steward of Care and sign up to give a recurring 

gift of any amount at a frequency that works best for you.

• Matching Gifts:  You can make your donation go even further through an employer 
matching gift program. Check to see if your employer has a matching gift program.

• Planned Giving:  You can leave a legacy of providing for the elderly by choosing the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, St. Anne’s Home as a beneficiary of your will or trust.

• Honorariums or Memorials:  You can give a donation to honor a special person 
in your life or in memory of a loved one.

• Amazon Smile: You can sign up for AmazonSmile and designate the Little Sisters 
of the Poor Home for the Aged, St. Anne’s Home San Francisco as your charity and a 
portion of your purchases will be donated to us at no cost to you.

Dear Friends, 
I hope 

you have 
all enjoyed 
the summer 
months and 
that you 
have stored 
up many 
wonderful 
memories of times spent with family and 
friends. Blessed with the good health 
our Home has enjoyed over the last few 
months, we were happy to again celebrate 
holidays in community, including a lovely 
farewell party for two long-time employees 
of 24 years, and a celebration in honor of 
our foundress, St. Jeanne Jugan, whose feast 
day is August 30th.

Devotion to St. Jeanne Jugan is vibrant 
in our Home, and we turn to her in 
moments of reflection and prayer. She is 
our strong advocate and mother to us all. 
Our Residents, staff and friends join us 
in confiding their intentions to her and 
entrust their daily needs and concerns 
to her. I can assure you she is a powerful 
protector and friend to us all. Through 
her intercession, we ask God to help us 
to know and love him more each day as 
we care for our dear Residents and see his 
image in their expressive faces. I invite 
you, our close collaborators, to turn to St. 
Jeanne Jugan, and she will become your 
confidant.

The joy of the experiences we shared 
throughout the summer months reflect the 
graces that flow to us through the family 
spirit that exists in our Home among Little 
Sisters, Residents, and staff. This spirit is 
enriched through you, our friends and 
extended family, who help us in our care of 
the elderly in meaningful ways. We thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts for 
your kindness and support. We miss our 
in-person connection with you and look 
forward with the hope that little by little 
we will be able to welcome more of you 
back into our Home. 

May God bless you always,
Mother Marguerite

You can donate a vehicle of any kind, running or not.
It easy, just call 1-844-422-4483

OR VISIT WWW.LITTLESISTERSOFTHEPOORSANFRANCISCO.ORG 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

“If God is with us, it will be accomplished. . . God will help us; the work is his.”
– St. Jeanne Jugan

Thank you for helping us do God’s work.


